
Body Paragraphs 

Introduction Reminders: 

“Grabber” with information 

 

                                                                                                                   thesis 

Body paragraphs stay in the specific,  
providing details and analysis and 
connecting to your thesis. 

Body Paragraphs: Supporting Details and Analysis 

Your paper should be organized in a manner that moves from general to specific information. 

Once you are in this specific information, you need to remain specific throughout your body 
paragraphs.  As the paragraph or paper progresses, you should become more and more focused 

on the argument, ending with specific, detailed evidence supporting your claim. Lastly, you need 

to explain how and why the information you have just provided connects to and supports your 

thesis.  Without this last piece, you have not made the full connection for your reader! 

The five elements of a good body paragraph: 

1. A transition sentence leading in from a previous paragraph to assure smooth reading. This 
acts as a hand-off from one idea to the next.  

2. A topic sentence that tells the reader what you will be discussing in the paragraph.  

Paper Topic Example: Can money buy happiness?  

Thesis Statement Example: Money may buy temporary happiness, but it cannot buy permanent happiness 

because true satisfaction comes from interaction with others. 

Body Paragraph #1, Topic Sentence Example: In the novel  A Christmas Carol , Scrooge is the perfect 

example of a person who has money, yet is not happy. 

3. Specific evidence that supports one of your claims and provides a deeper level of detail 
than your topic sentence. Make sure this is related to your paragraph – don’t wander off 

topic! 

4. Analysis of your evidence.  Rather than assuming the reader knows how your evidence 

connects to your thesis, you need to analyze and evaluate HOW this connection takes 

place.  In a literary analysis paper, it is crucial to summarize or explain your quotation and 

then ANALYZE its importance. 

5. A brief wrap-up sentence that tells the reader how and why this information supports the 

paper’s thesis. The brief wrap-up is also known as the warrant. The warrant is important 
to your argument because it connects your reasoning and support to your thesis, and it 

shows that the information in the paragraph is related to your thesis and helps defend it. 

6. DO NOT END YOUR BODY PARAGRAPH WITH A QUOTATION!! 
 

~Thanks to:  http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/724/02/ 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/724/02/


Sample Body Paragraph 

Prompt:   

Independence? That’s middle class blasphemy. We are all dependent on one another, every soul of us on earth.  

                -George Bernard Shaw (1876 – 1950) 

Proponents argue that while it is certainly true that excessive dependence on others is not a sign of 

maturity, total independence of others is neither attainable nor desirable. 

Assignment: 

Do we put too much emphasis on self-reliance and independence, and are we afraid of admitting that we 

need other people in our lives? Plan and write an essay in which you develop your point on this issue.  

Support your position with reasoning and examples taken from your reading, studies, experiences, or 

observations. 

 

Thesis: 

In our society, it is impossible to lead a completely independent existence; instead, a productive society 

depends on a sense of interdependence in order to thrive and prosper. 

Body Paragraph: 

 It is virtually impossible to think of a task that people complete with sole independence these days.  

Whether examining large-world applications such as the interdependence of tribes in the Amazon, to local 

applications such as a visit to the grocery store, efficiency depends on many people completing individual 

tasks.  Even when going to the grocery store, one is dependent on many others to do their jobs.  The 

farmer must grow the food, the truck driver must deliver it, and the stocking employees must load it off 

and put it on the shelves.  Thanks to this complex system of task completion and interdependence, society 

is able to function at the highest level possible, enabling individual and collective success. 

 


